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“It doesn’t seem like much difference, but with over 350 
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The freshman class, pictured during the Week of Welcome, has 360 students.  That number fell short 
of the expected 400, causing financial difficulties.   Photo contributed
Budget deficit causes cuts, not expected to affect tuition
Dordt	 has	 been	 facing	 a	
$700,000	budget	deficit.
The	 freshman	 class	 was	










budgets	 are	 not	 increasing,	 and	
adjuncts	will	be	hired	instead	of	
new	full-time	professors.
Other	 cuts	 will	 be	 made	 on	
capital	 expenditures	 –	 waiting	
to	buy	new	expensive	items	like	
furniture	 and	 doors	 that	 might	




However,	 according	 to	 Pro-
vost	 Erik	 Hoekstra,	 the	 Board	
does	 not	 anticipate	 the	 need	 to	
drastically	increase	tuition.	
Across	the	state	of	Iowa,	both	
public	 and	 private	 colleges	 are	
feeling	the	effects	of	an	economy	
that	forced	the	state	government	
to	make	 10	 percent	 cuts	 in	 the	
fall.
Through	responsible	handling	
of	 money	 in	 the	 past,	 Dordt,	




State	 Universities	 are	 rais-
ing	 tuition	 and	 cutting	 aid,	 and	






















ries	 to	 increase—increase	 base	
salary,	or	increase	increment	for	
levels	 of	 experience,”	 Hoekstra	
said.	 	 “Sometimes	 we	 increase	






“It’s	 not	 an	 ‘oh,	 the	 sky	 is	






cially	 conservative	 over	 many	
years,	where	other	schools	have	
not.	
	 “We	 try	 to	 do	what’s	 right,	
and	 not	 be	wasteful,”	Hoekstra	
said.	
Had	 Dordt	 taken	 the	 finan-
cial	risks	that	other	schools	took,	
dipping	 into	 endowment	 funds,	
students	would	be	feeling	the	ef-
fects.	With	a	small	endowment,	
85	 percent	 of	Dordt’s	 expenses	
are	paid	by	tuition.	
Therefore,	 tuition	 does	 fluc-
tuate	 because	 of	 inflation,	 but	
it	 also	 varies	 to	 accommodate	




or	 enrollment	 is	 very	 high	 one	






















“That’s	 why	 campus	 visit	
days	are	so	important,”	Hoekstra	








courage	 your	 friends	 to	 come	
to	 Dordt—then	 tuition	 will	 be	
less,”	Hoekstra	joked.
Yet	 Hoekstra	 noted	 that	 the	
price	 of	 tuition	 was	 not	 some-
thing	the	Board	takes	lightly.
“There	 are	 cheaper	 ways	 to	
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SYMPOSIUM UPDATE
Compiled by Ashlee Stallinga, Editor
According to recent pass 
rates, Dordt’s nursing pro-
gram is top notch. 
Over the past few years, 
Dordt nursing students have 
had a higher passing rate on 
their examinations than the 
state and national averages. 
In fact, it’s a rate that’s nearly 
impossible to beat. 
In order to become a Reg-
istered Nurse, a student must 
pass the National Coun-
cil Licensure Examination 
(NCLEX). In the past five 
years, only one Dordt student 
has not passed the examina-
tion on the first try. Thus, 
Dordt’s program has had a 
100 percent passing rate in 
four of the past five years. 
This statistic, while quite 
impressive by itself, is even 
more impressive when com-
pared to the state and national 
averages. Nursing students in 
Iowa pass the exam on their 
first try only 85 percent of the 
time, while 88 percent of stu-
dents nationwide pass the test 
on their first try. 
Dr. Pam Hulstein, Dordt’s 
Director of Nursing, cred-
its this success to St. Luke’s 
Regional Medical Center and 
the partnership that Dordt has 
established with them. Nearly 
ten years ago, Dordt entered 
Hannah Hart
Staff Writer
Pass rates exceptionally high in Dordt’s nursing program
Best Word Association: Children of the Universe “9-1-Fun”
Best Original Music: Llamas United “10-96”
Best Use of Stop Motion: Cleek It: “Mystery To Go”
Best Production: Paper Route Pictures “LOGIC”
Best Action Sequence: Ceiling Dragon Productions “Public Disclosure”
Best Hat Award: Fat Monkey “What are We Watching?”
Best Set Design and Costumes: High Flyers “Hope in the West”
Best Use of Peaches the Mascot: New Duckworth Productions “Just Peachy” 
Best Use of Prop: Wheatabix “Under Where?”
Best Opening Credits: Peak F8 “Going Postal”
Best Use of Animals: Paragon Productions “Seek Shelter”
Most Original Character: Hand Crafted Productions “Los Dedos!”
‘Sam Beasley, P.I.’ finds coveted ‘Dordty’
into a consortium agreement 
with St. Luke’s, allowing for 
the dual enrollment of stu-
dents in Dordt College and St. 
Luke’s nursing program. 
A typical Dordt nursing 
s t u d e n t 
will take 
two se-
m e s t e r s 
of core 





cal study at St. Luke’s. 
Hulstein believes that this 
partnership with St. Luke’s is 
a “wonderful collaborative” 
Other Awards Given:
Duck, Duck, Goose! Productions receives the Best in Show award: the Dordty, $500 check, and Avid Software.
Photo by Hani Yang 
On Tuesday night, Feb. 23, Symposium hosted a Healthcare 
Forum, with a panel of four experts in various areas: Jacob 
Bossman, regional director for Senator Charles Grassley; Dr. 
Nick de Vries of Orange City; Barbara Stolle of St. Luke's 
College, and Dordt philosophy professor Roger Henderson.
Approximately 50 people attended the discussion, which was 
moderated by Dr. Charles Veenstra.  For those of you who 
missed out, here’s a re-cap of the four panelist’s presentations.
Jacob Bossman: Bossman read a letter from Grassley em-
phasizing that serious problems do exist in our healthcare 
system.  Costs are rising dramatically, and people are running 
out of ways to pay for doctor visits and medications.  How-
ever, he says, the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 
passed by the Senate will make the problems worse.  Grassley 
supports throwing out the bill, and creating a new plan with 
bipartisan support.
Dr. Nick deVries: de Vries believes that everyone should have 
access to healthcare.  However, he makes the point that many 
who don’t are the ones who do not want it—they’re willing to 
take the risk to avoid the cost. De Vries does not support re-
quiring healthcare, but he desires that its cost is lowered to the 
point that all people can and most people will pay for it.  He 
claims that right now, we have the best quality healthcare in 
the world, but that the costs are unsustainable.  He would like 
to see interstate insurance options to provide more competi-
tion, and anti-trust laws in effect.  He also wants us to move 
toward less expensive equipment, tests, and precautions by 
removing the constant threat of malpractice lawsuits.
Barbara Stolle: Stolle, a nurse at St. Luke’s, stated that she 
believes everyone should have healthcare, that she support 
the right to universal healthcare.  She is directly affected by 
the shortage of nurses right now—a problem that will not go 
away, because when there is a shortage of nurses, there is also 
a shortage of nursing instructors, and therefore qualified nurs-
ing students are turned away.  She desires to see quality of 
healthcare go up, keeping patients out of the hospital longer.
Roger Henderson: Henderson agreed with the rest of the 
panel: healthcare needs to be changed.  He said that the greed 
which caused good Christian people to hold slaves and mis-
treat factory workers in the past is now evident in the health-
care system.  He has held medical insurance in Germany and 
in the Netherlands, and he has seen how much they study 
healthcare system.  He believes we should devote more time 
and money to the study of healthcare, to find the best way to 
provide it.  He also wants citizens to be more aware of what 
healthcare costs.
because of the high quality 
of St. Luke’s program. The 
faculty at St. Luke’s is very 
experienced and supportive, 
providing students with an 
environment conducive to an 





t i c u l a r l y 
appreciates 
the com-
b i n a t i o n 
of theory 
and clinical practice that St. 
Luke’s program offers. Not 
only does St. Luke’s Medi-
cal Center offer students the 
necessary hands-on experi-
ence, but it also tests students 
by forcing them to think criti-
cally. This combination is one 
of the largest factors in the 
program’s success. 
Although St. Luke’s does 
have an excellent program, 
Hulstein recognizes that the 
pass rates would not be where 
they are without the extraor-
dinary diligence that the stu-
dents display. Dordt’s nurs-
ing program is rigorous; thus, 
nursing students need to be 
willing to work hard in order 
to succeed. 
Dordt’s students are indeed 
working hard, and they are 
reaping the rewards. 
Four of the last five years, nurses have a 100 percent pass rate on their first try becoming a licensed RN
The pass rates would 
not be where they are 
without the extraordi-
nary diligence that the 
students display.
The Prairie Grass Film 
Challenge Awards Ceremony 
was held Friday, Feb. 19 in 
the B.J. Haan.  Winner of Best 
in Show was Sam Beasley, 
P.I., created by Duck, Duck, 
Goose! Productions.  Mem-
bers of the group (pictured 
above) were Dave De Wit, 
Kenny Gradert, Lee Radde, 
Jeremy Brue, Eliot De Wit, 
Ben Christians, and Jon True-
blood.  They received a $500 
check, the coveted Dordty 
Award, and Avid software 
worth almost $3000.  
The runner up was The 
Fourth Degree by Dual Con-
science productions.  This 
team of Benjamin Groen-
dyk, Laura Heckmann, Luke 
Kreykes, Micah Kreykes, Jon 
Nederhoff, Jonathon Postu-
ma, Nate Vruwink, and Matt 
Weirsma took home $250. 
The winner of the $150 for 
People’s Choice Award is yet 
to be determined. Voting is 




Prairie Grass Film Challenge Awards: 















































will be performing on Dordt’s 
campus on Friday, March 5 
in the B.J. Haan auditorium. 
PLIA is hosting this benefit 
concert in order to raise 
money for the upcoming 
mission tr ips across the 
country. 
“This concert  has the 
potential to be PLIA’s biggest 
fundraiser ever, and we’re 
going to make it a great 
event,” Kevin DeGroot, a 
junior, said.
DeGroot hopes to get 
around 750 people out to this 
concert. He has been trying 
to get the band to come play 
here for the last two years. 
He wanted them to come out 
for a good cause and PLIA 
was a perfect opportunity to 
ask them to perform.
A n g e l i n a  Wi k k e r i n k , 
co-chairman of the PLIA 
organization said, “The PLIA 
concert was Kevin’s idea. The 
planning committee decided to 
go for it as a fundraiser so we 
can better support the students 
who desire to go on PLIA.”  
Fundamental Elements 
is a well known band in the 
St. Louis, MO, area and their 
talent continues to spread 
across the nation.  Their 
music style is a mix of pop/
rock and soul. They have 
opened for artists such as 
Rhianna, Matisyahu, Three 6 
Mafia, and Matt Wertz.
The band was excited 
when they  heard  about 
the chance to play for an 
organiza t ion  tha t  sends 
students across the country 
to help out those in need. 
Fundamental Elements is 
only charging Dordt for 
transportation and all other 
profits will go to PLIA to 
support their mission work.
“I am really excited for 
the concert, to hear the band, 
and reach more people about 
PLIA's goals and to increase 
support,” Wikkerink said. 
Tickets for this event can 
be purchased from PLIA 
members or at  the door 
the night of the concert. 
Fundamental Elements will 






“I have a crazy, crazy 
love of things,” philosophy 
professor Mark Tazelaar said 
and quoted a poem by Pablo 
Neruda, which he plans to 
apply in a speech to art and 
engineering students.
Graphic design professor 
David Versluis asked Tazelaar 
to address the line being drawn 
between fine arts—classical, 
noble, and intellectual arts 
like painting or drama—
and applied arts—those 
pursuits like graphic design 




The lecture will be held in 
CL 1223 on Tuesday, March 
2 at 7:00. All graphic design 
students and engineers are 
encouraged to attend, but the 
invitation is extended to all 
students who have an interest 
in the nature of things or the 
place of art in the world.
“The main question,” 
Tazelaar said, “is this: Can 
design students be interested 
in the nature of things?” 
Or instead, is the place 
of design merely to deal in 
commodities and product 
communication? 
Tazelaar will use examples 
A philosophical approach 
to graphic design
M i k e  B e h n k e ,  E r i c a 
Huisman, Daniel Poel, and 
Mark Wescott aren’t messing 
around—they mean business. 
Tomorrow, this team of 
four moves forward to the 
final round of New Venture 
Business Plan Competition 
with their Online Personal 
Training business  plan. 
The  compet i t ion  offers 
$5,000 to Iowa’s three best 
entrepreneurial  business 
ideas.
“We were happy and 
excited because we had 
worked really hard on it,” 
Behnke said.  “We even 
joked about starting our 
own business if we win this 
competition.” 
The business plan was 
originally made for the 
Entrepreneurship and Small 
Business Management course 
taught by Professor Gary 
Vander Plaats. 
The  s tuden t s  had  to 
develop a business plan for a 
new start-up company.
 “Dan [Poel] had been 
thinking about it a long time, 
as he is a certified personal 
trainer,” Behnke said. “We 
all thought it was a good idea 
and went with it, targeting 
small businesses that don’t 
have enough resources on 
their own and emphasizing 
that we can still effectively 
communicate with customers 
even online.”
Administered by the John 
Pappajohn Entrepreneurship 
Centers, the New Venture 
Business Plan Competition 
is intended for Iowa, college 
and university students with 
business teams interested in 
starting their own business. 
Team plans are judged 
based on content and business 
viability with seed grants 
being awarded to the top three 
plans presented in the finals at 
the Collegiate Entrepreneurs 
Iowa Conference. 
Online personal training 
in the final round
Hani Yang
Staff Writer
Saturday, February 27: TX
Students have been working hard on their routines and ensambles in preparation 
for the show which will take place at 10pm, in the BJ Haan Auditorium. So far, the 
schedule for the show is: 
Josh Nollmeyer and David Miedema (rapping)
Sam Yang (guitar)
David Kuhfuss (singing with ukulele)
Emil Talen, Joel, Ben, and Jared (singing)
Amber Weingartner and Friends (jump roping)
Jason Kornelis (playing piano and singing)
Mark Bylenga (playing piano)
David Puruolte (singing)
Tim Boonstra, Nathan Friend, and Jon Bierma (singing with instruments)
Friday, March 5: Neon Dance
After the PLIA benefit concert, head over to the Campus Center where you can pick 
up glow sticks for the annual neon dance! DJ Reuben Faber will be playing a wide 
range of music, and if you have a special request, feel free to e-mail him or ask him 
at the dance. The dance starts at 9pm and goes until 12am.
of ordinary objects like shoes, 
a jug, and a chair to illustrate 
the connection between the 
everyday, practical things 
and the “finer” and “nobler” 
things. He may also touch 
on the connection between 
the methods for finding truth 
within the fields of art and 
science.
So is there something more 
profound about the business-
driven field of graphic design? 
Tazelaar hopes to show 
students of design that they 
too can also possess a crazy, 
crazy love.
Upcoming SAC Events:
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Olivia’s Bakery is the 
product of the love between 
Martin Palma and Blanca 
Estela. They may not be le-
gally married, but he’s been 
calling her his wife for three 
years, and on Valentine’s 
Day weekend, the couple 
celebrated the official open-
ing of their new business on 
Main Street.
The bakery, named after 
Estela’s mother, is a family-
run business, but the busi-
ness also runs in the family.
Right now, Martin’s son 
Diego and brother-in-law 
Jabriel are helping out at 
the bakery until it’s run-
ning smoothly, but Blanca 
explained the family ties go 
farther than that. 
She spoke to Martin in 
Spanish and he translated, 
“She says they’ve had bak-
eries all their life.”
Then he added, “All my 
brothers- and sisters-in-law 
own bakeries some place in 
Mexico.”
The beginnings of Ol-
ivia’s Bakery started in a 
small, Mexican town where 
Palma and Estela grew up. 
He said they’ve known each 
other their whole lives, but 
they haven’t always been to-
gether.
Palma has been living in 
Rock Valley for the past six 
years. He’s partnered with 
his brother, and together, 
they own and operate La 
Rosita, named after their 
mother. The restaurant, lo-
cated in Rock Valley, has 
been around for over four 
years. 
Estela was cooking at La 
Rosita when she and Palma 
started to make plans to 
open a bakery.  
“We thought about putting 
the bakery in the back of La 
Rosita,” Palma said, but he 
and Estela sided against it 
because they saw a greater 
need for the bakery in Sioux 
Center.
“We have a big Hispanic 
community [in Sioux Cen-
ter], and we want to serve 
our people,” Palma said.  “I 
want to serve the community 
with fresh product—then it’s 
homemade. We cook here. 
We sell here.”
There are others living in 
Sioux Center who came from 
the same town in Mexico as 
Palma and Estela.  
But Palma also said they 
seek to serve people from all 
backgrounds—whether that 
be Guatemalan, Mexican, 




What are the Dordt men 
up to now? 
Something tasty by the 
look of it. Or..not.
On Friday, Feb. 26, Man 
Club is holding an eating 
contest to compliment the 
Februhairy beard judging.
 The contest will have 
five events to test even the 
strongest of stomachs.
The first event is the “The 
Buffalo Wild Wings Blazing 
Challenge Extreme.” 
Each man competitor has 
ten minutes to eat as many 
of these boneless buffalo 
wild wings as he can. 
But there’s a catch to this 
fiery contest: no drinks al-
lowed. 
Competitors will have to 
endure ten minutes of buf-
falo sauce burn if they want 
to win. 
“The Gut Busting Hot 
Dog Explosion” is the sec-
ond event. 
Competitors have 10 
minutes to consume as mon-
ey hotdogs as possible. 
They have to eat the buns 
too, but water—and pre-
sumably ketchup—is al-
lowed to help competitors 
down their ‘dogs’.
Next on the list is “The 
Impossible Milk Chugging 
Challenge.” 
The contestants have to 
drink as much milk as they 
can in 10 minutes, and they 
have to keep it down. Win-
ners don’t vomit.
The fourth event, the 
“Chocolate Pudding, Ar-
tery-Clogging, Hands-Free, 
Pie-Scarfing,” will be any-
thing but a piece of cake. 
The event sees who 
can eat a whole chocolate 
pie first without using his 
hands.
Competitors will have to 
jump in head-first and use 
their primal instincts; real 
men don’t need utensils.
The last option is some-
thing of a mystery. 
In “The Nasty Textured 
Condensed Triathlon” com-
petitors will be given three 
unspecified, condensed 
items; the first man to sup-
press his gag reflex and 
choke down all three items 
wins.
The winners of each con-
test get a $30 gift card for 
more food at Buffalo Wild 
Wings, Casey’s Bakery or 
Hy-Vee.     
Everyone—women in-
cluded—is welcome to 
come and watch the compe-
tition, provided they have 
the stomach to watch. 
Spectators can even take 
part in some side events 
such as cracker-eating and 
drink-guzzling races. 
Winners of the side events 
will also receive prizes.
The showdown will take 
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Testing their stomachs
Man Club plans eating contest 
to go along with Februhairy 
beard judging
Diego Palma, Blanca Estela, and Martin Palma in their bakery on Main Street.  Photo by Alyssa Hoogendoorn.
Love made into loaves: Story of Olivia’s Bakery
Love is possible anywhere—
even at Siouxpreme. 
In last issue’s Top Ten, I listed 
taking your date to Siouxpreeme 
as the number one worst place 
for Valentine’s Day. I was 
wrong.
Kathy Harmelink, Dordt’s 
Human Resource Assistant, 
met her husband Harlan at 
Siouxpreme 25 years ago. 
“I started working at Sioux-
preme Egg while at Dordt,” 
Harmelink said. “All the work-
ers back then were either in high 
school or college.” 
It was quite a job.
“I was in the loading room 
and he was a floater.” Harmelink 
said. “It was our job to inspect 
the eggs and make sure they 
weren’t rotten.” 
She went into further detail.
“It’s probably one of the most 
foul smells on earth,” Harmel-
ink said. Especially when there 
are maggots inside the broken 
shells.” 
Kathy worked the night shift 
and Harlan worked during the 
day. They only saw each other 
briefly when their shifts over-
lapped.
Then one day, Kathy literally 
tripped into love. She was walk-
ing in the classroom building at 
Dordt, near the current graphic 
design center of the classroom 
building, and tripped over Har-
lan’s legs. “‘What are you doing 
here?’ we said simultaneously,” 
Harmelink said. 
There was a mutual friend, 
Stu, who played a role in the ro-
mance.
 “One day Stu asked Harlan 
and me to go to a basketball 
game.” Harmelink said. “But 
Harlan told Stu he had better 
not show up.”
The Harmelinks started 
dating shortly after, and then 
were married. Kathy moved out 
of Siouxpreme Egg when she 
was first pregnant with her first 
son, and Harlan moved up. Har-
lan now works as the plant man-
ager there.
Kathy had sent me an email 
after the last edition of The Dia-
mond came out. She left me with 
these words: “all things are pos-
sible.” Even love at Siouxpreme.
Mark Bylenga
Staff Writer
“It’s probably one of the 
most foul smells on earth.”
-Kathy Harmelink
It’s possible: Siouxpreme love












“I was a big supporter of 
waterboarding. I was a big 
supporter of the enhanced 
interrogation techniques.” 
–Former Vice President Dick 
Cheney, ABC News, February 
14, 2010
“ Wa t e r b o a r d i n g ”  i s 
strapping a person to a board, 
putting a cloth on his face, and 
pouring water over the cloth 
to make him feel like he’s 
drowning. The experience is 
said to be unbearable, and can 
cause lasting psychological 
harm. Some of the other 
“enhanced interrogation 
techniques” Cheney refers 
to include keeping prisoners 
awake for weeks, forcing them 
into stress positions for days, 
and keeping them in a cold cell 
and repeatedly dousing them 
with frigid water.
The Bush administration’s 
use of “enhanced interrogation 
techniques” against terrorism 
suspects has been open 
knowledge for years now. 
Still, Cheney’s brazen 
admission on national 
TV to supporting the use 
of these techniques has 
renewed calls from the left to 
prosecute Cheney and other 
administration officials for the 
crime of conspiring to torture.  
President Obama has 
rejected this idea out of hand.
The Bush administration’s 
most enduring legacy will 
be its overall success in the 
war on terror.  Al Qaeda’s 
leadership has been decimated, 
Iraq is moving away from 
extremism and towards 
democracy, and terrorist 
attacks have dropped across 
the globe.
Yet this success is deeply 
stained, not only with 
horrendous tactical mistakes in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, but with 
the moral compromises the 
administration made to reach 
its goals. The worst of these 
compromises was violating 
American and international 
law by using torture to extract 
intelligence from captured 
terrorists.
In the past, the United 
States has been only too 
willing to forgive crimes 
committed during successful 
wars.  Abraham Lincoln’s 
illegal suspension of habeas 
corpus rights, Franklin 
Roosevelt’s interment of 
Japanese-Americans, and 
Harry Truman’s use of atomic 
weapons against Japanese 
civilians weren’t prosecuted. 
We moved on.
Still, America has obviously 
not come to terms with the 
fact that our government 
tortured people – some of them 
innocent. We haven’t moved on. 
The fact that our former 
vice president openly calls for 
torture to resume on national 
talk shows is evidence of this. 
Writer Glenn Greenwald asks 
a valid question: “What would 
stop a future President...from 
re-authorizing waterboarding 
and the other Bush/Cheney 
torture techniques if he decided 
he wanted to?”
I don’t have any good 
suggestions for this one.  But 
something needs to be done to 
ensure that this sorry chapter in 
our nation’s history is closed 
for good.
I think we Dordt students can 
only focus on distractions. 
While distracting myself 
from writing this editorial, I had 
a great discussion with an engi-
neering major friend about the 
relationship between our minds 
and the world. He’s been sucked 
in by his Technology and Soci-
ety class – he’s even thinking 
about it apart from lectures and 
homework. 
Poor fool. He’s got phi-
losophers’ disease. This occurs 
when your classes start interest-
ing you in a non-mandatory sort 
of way, distracting you. I ought 
to know. I’m a philosophy ma-
jor so my whole education is 
one big distraction. The disease 
can result reading extra books 
and making friends who are in-
teresting because of what they 
think. Ghastly.
If only my friend could get 
himself some healthier distrac-
tions – like video games or junk 
food. We’d all like him more 
and he’d have a happier life. 
I think I’ve figured out the 
way for us to be passionate 
about what we want. This is how 
it works: you take something 
unimportant (say, facebook) 
and tell yourself that’s your rea-
son for existing, that’s your vo-
cation. Then you do whatever’s 
important (say, homework) in 
order to avoid the pretended 
main thing. You’ll enjoy your-
self and get things done. 
Or maybe that’s just self-
deception. Maybe our exlusive 
interest in distractions is the 
symptom of a deeper problem.
When he came last semester to 
lecture here, Dr. Sweetman said 
that young people today sharply 
divide work from play. Work is 
something to get over with; play 
is something to enjoy. Maybe 
we can only focus on distrac-
tions because they seem more 
like play? 
If we could be excited about 
our work we might find our-
selves more fulfilled, more suc-
cessful and – not least – more 
useful for the kingdom of God. 
A wise man once said, “purity 
of heart is to will one thing.” 
Think about it – but wait until 
you have something else you 
need to do, then you’ll find it 
more interesting.  
‘A time for everything...under the heavens’
Distractions
When Bella and Alice are 
flying to Italy in the Twilight 
Saga: New Moon, the name of 
the airline was blatantly cast 
on the screen: Virgin America. 
I could hear snickering coming 
from the teenage girls sitting a 
few rows ahead of me in the 
theater. What was so funny?
In a culture that otherwise 
flaunts sexuality and promis-
cuity, it is surprising (and ap-
parently funny) that a com-
pany would include the word 
“virgin” in its name.
Wendy Shalit wrote in Girls 
Gone Mild, “There is an un-
mistakable misogyny in our 
attitude toward the virgin.” 
But perhaps mainstream me-
dia is trying to reclaim the 
word and shed some positive 
light on it. 
Could the virgin be mak-
ing a comeback and the happy 
hooker be on her way out?
A look at Virgin Mobile’s 
website would suggest not. 
An ad previously on their 
homepage, promoting Lady 
Gaga’s “Monster Ball” tour, 
showed the singer wearing 
some kind of thong and mid-
riff-baring top. 
There was nothing virgin-
looking about it.
Thanks to society’s obses-
sion with pop stars, we know 
Lady Gaga is most certainly 
not a virgin. Her ad epitomizes 
the conflicting expectation for 
women to be virgin whores, 
because no one really wants 
either one of those labels by 
itself.
We have a society that tries 
to strip women of their dig-
nity whether they’re virgins or 
whores so the logical conclu-
sion would be to miraculously 
encompass both and create 
a new category—the virgin-
whore heroine. 
But it can’t be done.
If we try to do the impos-
sible, our audience will be en-
tertained at our expense. Our 
efforts will be futile, and we 
will fail because that’s how the 
match has been set up.
So think twice about the 
images you see, and if all else 
fails, laugh while you can.
Virgin-whore 
heroines
Moving on from torture
A professor at Dordt Col-
lege recently told an anecdote 
where, because of a Vikings 
game, he was distracted and 
detached from his life for three 
days. The earth shook with his 
wrath and despair. The black 
waves continued on and on, 
for as far as the eye could see. 
Third down. At the snap, doz-
ens of enormous men charge 
to action and their muscles and 
rage collide against each other. 
The great Brett Favre cradles 
the ball, scrambles to the right 
and throws a pass that was 
picked off with mere seconds 
left in the game. They lost. 
In the middle of a week, in 
a room filled with upperclass-
men students at an academic 
institution, the man retold this 
trauma that disrupted his abili-
ties as a professor, husband 
and father—all identities were 
influenced by the football fan, 
wielding utter frustration at the 
outcome of the football game. 
“Now, I can rationalize this,” 
he said, understanding that the 
football game was largely in-
significant in comparison to the 
rest of the world. While the top 
stories on the CNN homepage 
feature American Idol and the 
games available on Facebook, 
the professor acknowledged 
that the aftermath of the earth-
quake in Haiti and bombings 
in Northern Ireland, as well as 
Iraq, are more important than 
an American football game. 
Had he not said this, the stu-
dents would have thrown their 
texts at him and left the building. 
Whether the earthquake in 
Haiti or North Korea continu-
ing to receive international aid 
despite its government refusing 
to dismantle its nuclear weap-
ons program is more important 
than a football is beside the 
point. 
Matters of life and death, 
drought, oppression, and star-
vation are exponentially more 
significant than a football game 
where the players are paid mil-
lions of dollars. They’re more 
significant than publishing a 
piece of short fiction that a few 
hundred people will read and 
even less will remember, and 
more significant than the Bel-
gic Confession, middle-school 
curriculum and music theory. 
Still - the Belgic Confession 
is a comforting affirmation for 
so many lives; a well-designed 
middle-school curriculum al-
lows teachers to teach and stu-
dents to learn; studying music 
theory enables students to prac-
tice, and interpret, music—we 
can hear and appreciate Fleet 
Foxes, Jay-Z, Lady Gaga, Ra-
diohead, Schubert, Bob Dylan 
and Ella Fitzgerald more than 
we have before. 
We weep in wrath and de-
spair at the earthquake and 
drought because they leave 
us unable to do these things. 
There’s still a place for football 
games in the ongoing activities 
of community, play and heart-
ache that we are able to enjoy. 
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Ask an Athlete
Diamond sports writer Stacy Bervig goes the extra mile 
to ask Dordt athletes the tough questions
Josh Bowers is a senior from Colorado Springs, Colo., who is majoring in Biology.Josh 
has played baseball at Dordt for four years, and will be starting second baseman for the 
Defenders this season.  He will be looked to as an offensive leader, holding the individual 
season record for doubles with 13 in the 2009 season.  “He has a great work ethic and is 
the kind of player who leads by actions,” said Coach Schouten.
When did you start play-
ing baseball?
As far back as I can re-
member.  And when I 
wasn’t old enough to play 
yet, my parents told me I 
would watch the World Se-
ries and never let anyone 
change the channel.
What is your favorite DC 
baseball memory?
Sophomore year we went 
to Florida for spring break. 
I got to play baseball, hang 
out with friends, go to the 
beach, and give freshmen 
haircuts.  I loved it.
I hear the baseball team is 
into shaving heads—true?
They are more like personal-
ized hair cuts for the fresh-
men.  The classic one is the 
“mut.”  We basically make 
them look like their heads 
got ran over with a lawn 
mower.
Do you have any pre-game 
rituals?
Baseball is a game of super-
stitions, but I don’t have too 
many.  I try to just be men-
tally prepared for the game.
What are your goals for 
this upcoming season?
With the new talent, we’re 
hoping to make the playoffs.
As a senior what are you go-
ing to miss most about DC 
baseball?
Seeing coach Schouten and 
the rest of the guys on a daily 
basis.  Plus, once baseball here 
is done, it will be done for 
good.  I’ll miss being able to 
play baseball regularly.  The Defender baseball team is gears up for a new season as 
the snow begins to melt. Last 
year the team finished with a re-
cord of 10-33, and went 4-20 in 
conference play. 
Travis Feekes, a senior from 
Sioux Center, returns to the out-
field for Dordt. He batted .335 
last season, scored 40 runs, and 
posted an RBI of 27. 
Another key returner is soph-
omore Travis Dekkers, who put 
up a batting average of .322 his 
freshman year as well as leading 
the team with 30 RBI.
Dordt has added a number 
of players for this season, from 
around the country: the 29 play-
ers on the team hail from 15 dif-
ferent states.
“The team is different than 
other years in that we have good 
depth at a number of our posi-
tions,” said coach Jeff Schouten. 
Although they were voted 
to finish last in the GPAC in 
the preseason poll, the Defend-
ers have high hopes. They have 
nothing to lose in the season 
ahead, and hope to prove the 
confrence coaches wrong by 
getting some upset wins.
They begin the season today 
by traveling to the Metrodome 
in Minneapolis to play a double-
header against Dakota State.
Sam Hart
Staff Writer
Senior forward McKinzie 
Schmidt joined an elite list of 
women in the Dordt College 
record books on Feb. 17 by 
scoring 1,000 points during her 
basketball career here at Dordt. 
She is just the 12th Lady 
Defender to reach that goal. 
She joins two of her team-
mates, Kate Du Mez and Amber 
Soodsma, on the list.
Coach Craig Stiemsma could 
not be happier with these girls. 
“They help to make it a tre-
mendously fun experience for 
all those who are involved with 
the team,” he said. 
He also credited the trio of 
scorers for their incredible hard 
work over the years. They have 
all provided excellent leader-
ship in games, practice, and 
outside the gym.
They are not just scoring 
machines, either. Schmidt is 
the second leading rebounder 
all time for Dordt with 882; she 
trails a 1999 record set by Lisa 
Roos at 918 boards. 
Du Mez has shattered the 
single season assist record of 
22 years by dishing out 161 (as 
of Feb. 17). She also destroyed 
Linda Mabie’s 1985 career as-
sists record, tallying over 500.
Soodsma, who currently has 
1,232 points, trails the scoring 
record by just 182.
These athletes helped Dordt 
win the most games in a season 
since 1991-92, and they set a 
standard in hard work and dedi-
cation. 
“I feel blessed to be able to 
coach three athletes like this – 
excellent workers, role models, 
and teammates, as are many 
other girls on the team.” 
Sam Hart
Staff Writer
Three months ago, things 
looked bleak for the Blades. 
A 9-3 loss to Wyoming in 
mid-February marked the lowest 
point of the season; the playoffs 
seemed to be a distant dream. 
“We didn't believe it was 
within the realm of possibility,” 
said first-time head coach Bill 
Elgersma.
Now the Blades are coming 
off two victories in the regional 
playoffs and are headed to Flori-
da for their third straight berth in 
the national tournament. Some-
thing definitely changed to allow 
the Blades to get this far.
 “We had a better idea of who 
we were going into the second 
semester,” said Elgersma. “We 
realized this is the team we have, 
and we have to make it work. 
Nobody was going to come to 
bail us out.”
Part of the Blades new identi-
ty came from the addition of sev-
eral first-time players throughout 
the year. The six returning play-
ers from the 2008-2009 season 
found themselves in a mentoring 
role to the add-ons. 
“I think a lot of the rookies 
viewed the season as a learning 
point,” said senior Nate Woud-
stra, “[The] veterans chipped in 
and just tried to pass on what-
ever knowledge we could.”
Sophomore Doug Veldhui-
zen, one of the mid-season ad-
ditions to the line-up, believes 
learning from the veteran play-
ers was a priceless experience. 
“I loved it from the begin-
ning. Practice at 6:15 a.m. was 
never a chore...and we're still 
getting better every day,” Veld-
huizen said.
With a decisive, morale-lift-
ing defeat of Wyoming in mid-
January, along with a clutch win 
against Iowa State in the last 
game of the regular season, the 
Blades found themselves headed 
to Las Vegas last weekend to 
compete in the regional playoffs. 
They took both of their Vegas 
contests to secure a spot in Flor-
ida, where in early March they 
will face some of their toughest 
challengers yet.
“We're coming in as an up-
set team; other teams probably 
won't expect us to win,” said 
Woudstra. “We can use that to 
our advantage.” 
Elgersma, while acknowl-
edging Dordt's position as an 
underdog, points to the Blades' 
achievements already: “Who 
would've thought we'd make re-
gionals? Who would've thought 
we'd make nationals? We're just 
going to go there and give it our 
best shot.”
As for the team's attitude? 
Woudtsra has that covered: 




At the GPAC Championship Meet in Lincoln, Neb., last 
weekend, both men and women took sixth place.  In the process, 
athletes finished first, broke school records, and qualified for the 
NAIA National Meet.  
On the men’s side, Mark Eekoff won a GPAC title in the 
600m with a time of 1:19.95, breaking his own school record. 
The men’s 4x800m, a team comprised of David Christensen, Ian 
Kuipers, Ryan Tholen, and Josiah Luttjeboer, also finished first. 
A second place finish went to Nic Pfeifle in the 400m, with a time 
of 49.41. With a 4:21.23 mile, Brent Van Schepen broke another 
school record. For the women, Merissa Harkema ran a 3:02.75 
in the 1000m, good enough for a second-place finish. Fellow 
freshman Briana Wubben took home second in the pentathlon, 
and claimed status as the first Dordt athlete to participate in that 
competition.
Many of these athletes qualified for Nationals, to join an 
already-high number of qualifiers.  Nationals will take place in 
Johnson City, Tennessee on March 4-6.  Dordt athletes who are 
attending include: Nic Pfeifle (400m), Mark Eekhoff (600m), 
Ryan Tholen (1000m), and two relay teams: the 4x400m, con-
sisting of Alex Henderson, Nic Pfeifle, Andrew VanderWoude, 
and Ryan Tholen; and the 4x800m, run by David Christensen, 
Brent Van Schepen, Mark Eekhoff, and Josiah Luttjeboer.
The women are sending Jenna Brouwer (200m), Briana Wub-
ben (pentathlon), Merissa Harkema (1000m), Crystal VanderZee 
(long jump, triple jump) and the 4x800 relay team of Nichole 
Duncan, Merissa Harkema, Samantha Sahagian, and Sierra 
Zomer, with alternate Tara Postma.
Compiled by Ashlee Stallinga, editor
Baseball season begins in Metrodome
Schmidt joins teammates at the top
Against odds, Blades make Nationals for third year Track and field sends sixteen
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Dordt College hosted the 
String Music Festival in the 
BJ Haan Auditorium on Feb. 
18.
Dordt’s Chamber Orches-
tra invited three area high 
school orchestras to join 
them in playing a concert.  
The three orchestra were 
from Unity Christian, led 
by Melody De Wit; West-
ern Christian, led by Lyle 
Van Ravenswaay, and Fort 
Dodge, led by Laura Mc-
Carty.
Each orchestra performed 
one solo piece, and then all 
four played in the mass or-
chestra performance.
 “I thought the students 
pulled it together very well,” 
said Bradley Miedema, the 
concert’s conductor and In-
structor of Music at Dordt.
He was impressed with 
the students, who had very 
little time to learn to play 
together.
 “We did a lot in a little 
bit of rehearsal time and the 
students were really respon-
sive,” Miedema said.  
He credits the students for 
their dedication.
“We rehearsed well and 
were focused on the work 
we had to do. I think it really 
showed tonight.”
It is tricky to put all the 
orchestras together, because 
only Dordt’s group was ac-
customed to being directed 
by Miedema.  
But despite practicing 
only once as a mass group, 
Meidema said he was satis-
fied with the overall perfor-
mance. 
“I thought they were re-
sponsive dynamically,” he 
said.  “Sometimes in a mass 
orchestra or mass band, all 
you do is keep time and hope 




This semester’s first senior 
art reception was held on Sat-
urday, Feb. 13, featuring the 
work of Larissa Arkema, Ana 
Brito, Mark Eekhoff, Jessica 
Folkerts, Jake Kloet, and Bet-
sy Van’t Hul. 
Van’t Hul, Folkerts, and 
Kloet focused on their photo-
graphic work; Arkema on her 
naturalistic paintings; Brito 
on both her photographs and 
graphic design, and Eekhoff 
on both his photographs and 
prints. 
The seniors explained their 
chosen pieces and the inspira-
tion behind them.
Brito shared how professor 
Jake Van Wyk’s love for trees 
has affected her work.  She 
chose to display both photo-
Hani Yang
Staff Writer
Hypnotic bluegrass tunes 
and an impressively re-
vamped seating setup wel-
come entrants to the New 
World Theatre for Dordt’s 
production of Lanford Wil-
son’s “Book of Days,” which 
opens today.
With the help of visual aids 
and unique descriptions from 
the cast, “Books of Days” 
opens into a very quaint pic-
ture of a small Midwestern 
town in Missouri called Dub-
lin, centering around a hand-
ful of its inhabitants and their 
connections to a local cheese 
factory, and each other, over 
the course of a year.
What follows is what could 
be described as a dramatic 
mystery involving the tragic 
death of one of the residents 
during a violent storm.  Ruth, 
the wife of the cheese facto-
ry’s manager, begins to sus-
pect foul play while arousing 
mixed reactions from the rest 
of the town.   
The intriguing quality of 
the play, however, lies not 
only within the blatant mys-
tery of a seemingly acciden-
tal death, but also in what is 
unearthed among the inter-
secting lives of the characters 
as a result.
The plot may leave some-
thing to be desired, but the 
diverse characters and their 
storylines make this play a 
compelling and controversial 
picture of small town life in 
the Midwest. 
A clever component to 
watch for is the melding of 
Ruth’s character into the 
persona of Joan of Arc, the 
character whom she’s been 
playing in a local theatre pro-
duction. 
The talented cast of 
Dordt’s production lends a 
convincing believability to 
the eccentric group of Dub-
lin. Their embodiments are 
believable and successfully 
stirred both sympathetic and 
loathing emotions, enticing 
the audience to care about 
their stories.
Some unique use of block-
ing, along with an understated 
yet effectively simple set and 
lighting design, enhanced the 
storytelling as well.  
And while it does contain 
harsh language and sugges-
tive situations, this play pres-
Laura Heckmann
Staff Writer
ents a platform for Christians 
to discuss the need to con-
front underlying evils that do 
exist and, while not pleasant 
to deal with, will wreak hav-
Sophomore Jeni Kanis helps with lighting in preparation for the show. 
Photos by Becky Love
oc if allowed to fester.
Whether or not you leave 
the theatre singing its prais-
es, you’ll most likely leave it 
with something to talk about. 
Nate Scheurs and Lee Radde perform during the dress rehearsal.
graphs and drawings that cen-
tered on trees.
Eekhoff was motivated in a 
different way.
“My inspiration was the 
scribbles I drew in my note-
book during classes,” said 
Eekhoff.  He has three prints 
labeled accordingly: Comm. 
110, Buad 206, and Gen 300.
The shows is on display 
through March 1 in the Cam-
pus Center Art Gallery. 
Area high school orchestras 
join to play with Dordt for 
Music Festival performance
Compiled by Ashlee Stallinga, editor
First six seniors showcase artwork
Spring show,‘Book of Days,’ to make its premier tonight
Schmidt joins teammates at the top
Ana Brito stands by one of her pieces in the senior art shot, a photograph featuring a tree.  Photo by Hani Yang.










5 – 4 – 3 – 2 – RUN!
OVERRATED: Why is running overrated? I’ll give you my 
“running” commentary.
    • There are literally an infinite amount of video games in 
which you can make your character run. That’s good enough 
for me.
    • In “The Tortoise and the Hare”, the tortoise walked and 
the Hare ran. How did that turn out? SPOILER ALERT: The 
running hare loses.
    • Running releases endorphins which create a temporary 
sense of euphoria. A “runner’s high” as the kids are calling 
it. Well I don’t like it. As far as I’m concerned, running 
is a gateway drug that undoubtedly leads to the use of 
hallucinogens and narcotics. DON’T LET YOUR CHILDREN 
RUN!
    • Running with scissors? Bad idea. And don’t you dare 
blame scissors for making it dangerous, it’s running’s fault.
UNDERRATED: Why is running underrated? Here’s the 
rundown.
    • How would you like to watch the 100-meter walk in the 
Olympics?
    • WALKING KILLS…when there’s a murderer chasing you. 
And think about how many casualties there would be during 
running of the bulls if people walked instead. Run away!  
    • Do you like running water? Imagine going to Sandy 
Hollow every morning to shower.
  I conclude that running is OVERRATED. Running was a 
great way to get from place to place quickly back in the old 
days, but now we have cars. It would be silly to run to Sioux 
City on a Friday night. You’d take a car 10 times out of 10. 
Case closed.
Here’s what Washington, 
D.C. does to you: it makes 
you paranoid. It’s not that it’s 
an urban environment, or that 
it’s diverse, or the homeless 
persons who are on nearly 
every street corner on the Hill. 
It’s how small it is. One 
of the very first things the 
directors of the program told 
us is that D.C. is the “biggest 
small town” in the world: there 
are connections everywhere. 
All we needed to do, they 
emphasized, was get our name 
out there.
I’ve been here a month and, 
while I can see their point, 
my name is not out there. My 
name is still quite happily 
nestled in my pocket. Why? 
Because everything I do has 
the potential to come back and 
bite me. 
In a small town, if you 
mess up, you’re the anathema 
of the town, the local gossip, 
but it doesn’t really amount to 
anything. If I were infamous 
in my hometown and moved 
to New York, do you think 
that a job would be denied to 
me because of what I did back 
there? Probably not, because 
what does New York care for 
Chula Vista, California?
D.C. is the big small town 
because everything you do 
here matters. I’ve heard horror 
stories over the blogosphere of 
interns who shot themselves 
in the foot for silly, stupid, 
college-type things done in the 
subway, on the sidewalk, or 
just at the store. 
Off-the-cuff commentary 
becomes much more important 
when the setting can have an 
impact on a future career—a 
newsperson from MSNBC 
is sitting at the next table in 
McDonalds. Anderson Cooper 
rides the same Metro car. The 
office worker you mouthed off 
to is close friends with your 
next interview. And all of the 
sudden you’re blacklisted.
Washington, D.C. is a land 
ripe of career opportunities. 
It’s also the land of the 
paranoid intern who suspects 
that the moment she trips over 
her tongue, she’s setting her 




1) Listening to “Pants on the Ground” from American Idol.
2) Staring at your clock in anticipation for Spring Break.
3) Becoming a shut-in and watching Halo Legends.
4) Watching Dear John (and crying) over and over…
5) Waiting for Tiger Woods and his wife to get back together.
6) Doing homework.
7) Committing your free time to talking about New Moon.
8) Complaining about the new Facebook layout.
9) Alphabetizing your roommate’s M&M collection.
10) Moving your car so they can clean the parking lot.
 worst reasons to miss watching the Olympics:
We all know that Olympic theme song gets stuck in your 
head. But that’s no reason to miss all the skiing, curling, 
and hockey.  And these aren’t good reasons, either.  Here 
are the 
(compiled by Adam McDonald)
Dordt students 
and friends 
participate in an 
intense chopstick 
competition during 
the Korean Food 
Fair.
mdiv.calvinseminary.edu
At Calvin Theological Seminary we are deeply invested in the 
personal and spiritual formation of every student. Rooted in 
Reformed theology, our program is designed for developing 
pastors and nurtures the individual growth and development 
essential to this important calling. 
We like to think of the Master of Divinity program as the 
thread that brings all the pieces of a biblical, authentic, 
contextual, and life-changing ministry together. Our new 
M.Div. curriculum integrates these dimensions through 
innovative learning and teaching methods and can be 
customized to ensure a formative and meaningful experience.
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